DEATH PANGS OF THE EMPIRE

The fall of the Empire was the chef-d'oeuvre of the con-
structive mind, but it was accomplished clandestinely.
Talleyrand had discovered both the reason and the remedy
for the great panic, but what could he do to liberate man-
kind? According to tradition, Talleyrand spent the winter
of 1813-1814 in feeling out the ground on all sides and
seeking whatever solution would be most advantageous to
himself. The historians have forgotten that Talleyrand was
more than ever the prisoner of Napoleon during that ter-
rible winter* In November, 1813, Napoleon had offered
him no less a prize than the Foreign Ministry. Upon his
refusal, the Emperor had at first considered locking him
up in Vincennes. On second thought he had appointed him
a member of the Regency Council, which substituted for
Napoleon during the latter's absence from Paris. This
Council was a safer and less obvious prison than Vin-
cennes; Talleyrand would be rendered harmless. And this
time he did not dare to refuse.
On February 25 he wrote to the duchesse de Courlande:
"The news from Paris never reaches me, for I see and wish